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McClatehy Mvw* Sarvfc* 

SACRAMENTO - You get 
wet ... you turn the spigot off,’* 
Gov. Pete Wilson told a room 
full of news reporters and televi¬ 
sion cameras. “You soap your¬ 
self down, and when you are 
ready to rinse, you turn it back 
on again. 

“And you don’t have to allow 
the faucet to run while you are 
brushing your teeth.” 

When the governor uses a 
press conference to lecture Cali¬ 
fornians on water conservation 
in the bathroom, it is time to 
wonder; 

Is the drought really THAT 
bad? 

By all the official gauges, yes. 
California — even with the rain 
this weekend — is headed for the 
worst water crisis ever this sum¬ 
mer and fall. 

Four consecutive years of 
drought has left the Golden State 
with record low storage in some 
key reservoirs. Farm houses 
submerged decades ago have 
come back into view. 

The latest water surveys show 
the snowpack in the northern 
Sierra Nevada at just 25 percent 
of normal, as low as during the 
fabled drought of 1977. The east¬ 
ern Sierra snow pack that pro¬ 
vides Los Angeles with 70 per¬ 
cent of its water was only 13 
percent of normal, a level that 
Mayor Tom Bradley called “as¬ 
tonishing and frightening.” 

Midway through another dud 
of a rainy season, the Sacramen¬ 
to Valley counties of Colusa, 
Glenn and Sutter declared a 
state of emergency because of 
the drought’s impact on dry land 
farming and ranching. 



\swer is ‘yes’; this w^kend’s rain is just a drop in the bucket 


go thirsty this year. Nor 
fifth year of drought dev- 
the valuable farming 
ly, agricultural officials 


. it’s going to get very dif¬ 
fer some growers, but 
we’re loot going to dry up and 
blow way, thank you,” said Ray 
Bort< k chief economic analyst 
for lie state Department of 
f^ood tnd Agriculture. 

Soi!^ farmers, such as those 
who ^|ow pears along the Sacra- 
ment'lRiver near Cortland, have 
secur^ rights to abundant water. 
Othei • growers can compensate 
simp l by pumping groundwa¬ 
ter, .ilbeit at much higher cost 
than the government-subsidized 
reser^ir water. Lettuce fields 
are iiostly unaffected by the 
drought with the Salinas Valley 
drawing all its irrigation water 
from Underground. 

“We are just going ahead and 
mining the groundwater in hopes 
that ii will be replenished in a 
few ylars,” Borton said. 

Growers are also switching to 
crops fsuch as safflower that re¬ 
quire less water, using drip irri¬ 
gation and watering more at 
night to minimize evaporation, 
he sail. 

Th( state drought planners of¬ 
fer lit Je hope, however for the 
fish, \ ildlife and forests. More 
deer, »ears and mountain lions 
will rc am afield into urban areas 
in sea ch of food. More fish will 
face \ ater too warm to spawn. 
More Iry timber will invite bee¬ 
tle inf station. 
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fater Resources 
is considering a 
on daily house- 
idc. 

in San Francis- 
iles already are 
rationing. Some 
the Sierra foot¬ 
le coast plan to 
residents. The 
bounty commu- 
las plans to im- 
ater by tanker 


water he receives f; 
ta-Mendota Canal, 
when federal proje 
ordered a drought-r 
duction of 50 percental 
generation farmer 
forced to buy wat 
neighboring grower 
ruple the cost. If 
ments are reinstated 
Koster said, he’ll 
but the almond a 
groves. 

‘The governor s^ people 
will survive, but Tmlfirobably 
going to lose all my crops, 
he said. 
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Dozens of 
Contra Costa, j 
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Of < mrse. winter is not over. It 
doesn I take much rain to ^ 


ter districts in 
Jameda, Sacra- 
icer and FI] Ho- 

iave mapped out 
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Agriculture 'one of the biggest 
contributors t. the state’s econo¬ 
my, stands to suffer increased 
cutbacks in gi vernment-subsi- 
dized water, f any farmers can 
expect reduct ms of at least 50 
percent in thi amount of aque¬ 
duct water tl ay normally re¬ 
ceive through iie giant Central 
Valley Projec ; aqueducts. U.S. 
Bureau of Rei amation officials 
said. 

Growers w lo rely on State 
Water Projeit deliveries have 
been warned ftat they may re¬ 
ceive no watef this year. 

At greatest frisk are farmers 
who are wholly dependent on 
government Projects for their 
water and whb cannot afford to 
drill at $100.(|00 per well, agri¬ 
cultural expeijts said. 
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Farmers’fears 


The drought has < height¬ 


ened farmers’ fears that cities 
and environmental interest will 
press for transfers of water 
from crop fields to the growing 
cities. Agriculture consumes 
about 85 percent of the state’s 
water. 

mBut Gov. Wilson has made it 
clear he will not let farmers 
bear the brunt of the drought. 
Wilson said he would invoke spe¬ 
cial executive powers under the 
state’s Emergency Services Act, 
if necessary, to override any 
agency — local, state or federal. 

“I am your governor,” Wilson 
said at the Capitol press confer¬ 
ence Friday, “And whatever 
steps I have to take I will see to 
it that all Californians are treat¬ 
ed fairly.” 
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in the bathroom, it is time to 
wonder: 

Is the drought really THAT 
bad? 

By all the official gauges, yes. 
California — even with the rain 
this weekend — is headed for the 
worst water crisis ever this sum¬ 
mer and fall. 

Four consecutive years of 
drought has left the Golden State 
with record low storage in some 
key reservoirs. Farm houses 
submerged decades ago have 
come back into view. 

The latest water surveys show 
the snowpack in the northern 
Sierra Nevada at just 25 percent 
of normal, as low as during the 
fabled drought of 1977. The east¬ 
ern Sierra snow pack that pro¬ 
vides Los Angeles with 70 per¬ 
cent of its water was only 13 
percent of normal, a level that 
Mayor Tom Bradley called “as¬ 
tonishing and frightening.” 

Midway through another dud 
of a rainy season, the Sacramen¬ 
to Valley counties of Colusa. 
Glenn and Sutter declared a 
state of emergency because of 
the drought’s impact on dry land 
farming and ranching. 

Bad as 1977 

I Taken altogether, conditions 
f this year are shaping up to be at 
I least as severe and extensive as 
the drought of 1977. While some 
gains in conservation have been 
made since that record dry year . 

today’s water brokers have 6 
million more Californians to sat- 
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disaster 


Steve Geissinger 

The AsMocteted Press 

SACKAMKNTO _ Nearly a 
fifth of CaliJornia’s counties 
have now pnH iairned drought 
. isasters and asked Ihe governor 
to declare hu al cnu'rgencies in 
llioir aroiis (n c lear Ihe way for 
governmeni ai<l ^ 

Kut (he 11 < oiin(i«*s. from San¬ 
ta Barbara m (he soii(h to Men¬ 
docino in (he nor(h. are not de- 
fiending solely on decisions by 

Ji Most also have a,^ 
poaled dirwdy (o (he U.S. agrU 
cuKure secretary, who has the 
power to independently declare 

a county an agricultural disaster 
area. 

The update on (he 11 counties 
in a state of emergency out oi 
.Ola, 5,, ,s a 

heb. 15 report by the governor’s 
Drought Action Team. Wilson 
ereated (he task force earlier 
this ^nth lo guide his manage¬ 
ment o( California’s fifth 
d^^ught year, (he drie.s( year oj 

‘''“P^rvisors have de- 
Uared the local emergencies — 

rm M ’ T Madera. Ma. 

rin. Mendocino. Santa Barbara 

YuhaT^' ■i’niare and 

Yurjd counties. 

dJla^'^T^*''* 

an emergency in 1988. 
J^nnties^do (he prj^ISS;^ 

,®v George Deukmejian pro- 
e aimed Santa Barbara in a sJate 
of emergenc y las( year. 

Gosta County supervi- 
• o^ took action on a drought di.s- 
a.s(er declaration on Feb ll 

•'^«P<'rvisor Ed 
J^mp^dl IS .scheduled to ask his 
2 g‘*rd to fakesiiiiilar action Feb. 

Supervisors said diey issued 








Continued from Page A-I 
the proclamations because of 

fnnH^. ^ >1010(1108 

funds to pay for importine water 

;n trucks or by Toni" X" 
tncans to replace dlsappeariao 

JHur" in ru' 

Nearly every county expects 
wntcrsopplics tKI? 
summer, especially in the 

•ng to the report. Statewide 

l?t?r orov^H 

water providers that serve 

whl"h oi surface water, 

ich IS rapidly running out the' 
report said. ^ 

oommunities ... are 
already hauling water ... Men¬ 
docino is hauling water. In S- 

wa" Tunr"^^’ 

Jamestown 
^pect to run out of water bv 

MWari 
t^e this summer.” says the re- 

w shortages will mean that 

fioh? be used for fire¬ 

fighting without exhausting su^ 
Pli^ needed for human healK 
and safety in some rural areas 
according to the report. 

the supervisors, in making 
. Jlled declarations; 


abiliiiej. The local proclama- 
tjons allow them to u.se emer 

^ ti®^ms to cover emer¬ 
gency costs. 

But they said it is the state 
and to a greater degree the fed ’ 
era I disaster declarations that 

evcj,.„all, bring 

Wilson has declined to declare 
a statewide drought emergency 
are*nf fecal governments’ 

Jf*e report by the governor’s 
drought ta.sk force said all water 
suppiy conditions are worse now 


nan they were at this time^'in 

bi^'r”itr„r,"‘;a'^bF 

snowpack is a fifth of nw,^J. 
rainfall is about a fourth of av^ ~ 
age. and reservoir storage is * 
about one-half of normalfai! 
cording to the study. -_ 

Some areas are worse state 

coast, the aiowpack is about 1*1 
normal and on the Cten- 
' reservoirs hold about I 

15 peiwnt of the usual stor^ • 

„ eonsidering loi^li 

declaralilns by| 
officials said in ’ 
fhe report that they are , 

sahnll^'^'* '^ruction of a ' 

wesiem Sacranaento-San Joa-' 
quin River Delta. ; 

■ Kvaluatii^ whether to relax 
water quality standards so that 
rccycW .n,„ c”n“S: 

specific pro- 1 
grams to restore hard-hit fish) 

the drought ends. ; 

The efforts are part of the* 

parched areas, bolstering fi?b 
coaxing all citi^i^J- 


wellatiu -Aeas for wihHi^ 

tracking fish downstreanr^toi 

s>poLs With higher water leveh> ' 

agencies to develop new 
supplies, and fund 

nounced earlier twTTZ— 

Canrcbia-b ,Z 

VaX P^Wts. tlie 





No time to stop rationing 

WED MAR 6 '1991 _ 

__ roUfnmians 


For the past week, many Ca\^^o™|f“ 
have gone about their daily with a litUe 
less stress, a little less ^^ry Jor this, they 

have the rain and snow to . p 

It isn’t ordinary for people of the Bay 

After all. the bland weather in m<Kt of Cali 

^^thVraiJ aild'snow of thTpit week have 
Sen most welcome. As drenched je may 
SSl at the moment, however, were still a 

for all wator consuinors. UAir^fni ” 

' At has been very nice, veiy Wpluh 
Maurice Roos, chief hydrologist of the CaU 
K ^^rtiient of Wat;^ 
ftf the orecipitation that began a wwk ag 
?Lav ‘‘It probably transforms an extremely 
S?Ucal Son Into one that is just criti* 

The wet weather over the past week 

aSTstg^ncantly^^li^er than lastgear’s be- 
low-normal 12 inch«^ nSitv 

^'^Lte r^nf rSlnr’Srb.1 

jSSsAhat^ouTht condWom sUU^e^t 
SSiiW at this time, *'}? (i*. 

nOTmal 78 inches for this time of year. 


As drenched as we may feel at the 
moment, however, we're still a long 
way from normal water conditions. 
This means conservation measures, 
either voluntary or mandatory, 
remain a high priority for agencies 
that deliver water and for all water 
consumers. _ 

The recent concentrated rainfall^has 
prompted EBMUD to VhTdS 

SS’s Ki had authoriaed »3.5 million to 

%o?‘the moment, EBMUD to still Ptom 

ning on insUtuting some tS 

rationine plan. The district held pubuc hear 

Seek - Monday night in tok^ 

last nieht in Walnut Creek — to hear rea^ 
tions to proposed conservation ' 

Th#s one we favor remains an across-the- 
SLd^imAt on the number of galions a 
household can use per day. 

EBMUD is far from *^^"8 

giant Metropoiitan water ^trict in ^ 

0 ples which provides most of the water lor 
g from ban Diego to Ventura 

™ted Monday to cut water "tebyOTes by M 
nercent to agencies that serve 15 
Mople This will certainly lead to mandato- 
?ationing throughout perennially thirsty 

Southern California. , . 

If however, an inordinate amount 
weather occurs in the coining weete, then 
EBMUD and other California water disteicte 
could shelve mandatory rationing plan^ 
Even so, voluntary conservation will still be 

a good idea. 









rationing 

continues 
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SACRAMENTO — Despite 
March rains that loosened the 
drought’s grip on most of Cali¬ 
fornia, federal water project of¬ 
ficials yesterday said they will 
continue strict rationing so they 
can store more water for use 
next year. 

That means there will be no 
raUoning relief for the 400.000 
customers who get their water 
from the Contra Costa Water 
District. ceWD gets virtually all 
of Its supply through a contract 
with the federal Central Valley 
Project. 

The district imposed a 26 per¬ 
cent mandatory rationing plan 
on its customers in central and 
eastern Contra Costa County on 
April 1. With no increase in de¬ 
liveries from the federal project, 
it means the raUoning plan will 
remain unchanged, said district 
spokeswoman Ivy Morrison 
Newman. 

CeWD’s annual allotment 
from the federal project has 
been cut by 50 percent. 

The federal project announce¬ 
ment follows earlier word from 
the State Water Project that 
thanks to March rains, it would 
be able to increase its deliveries 
to cities, though it will sUll deliv¬ 
er far less than normal. 

The overall increase in stor¬ 
age for the federal project and 
boost in deliveries by the state 
project were made possible by 
March rains that were 292 per¬ 
cent of normal for the month, 
bringing California’s total to 
about 63 percent of average. 

The decision to conUnue fed¬ 
eral project rationing to ensure 
maximum carryover storage for 
next year has not been popular 
with ctistomers. said Larry Han¬ 
cock. a U.S. Bureau of Reclama¬ 
tion regional director. 

*‘If someone came into my of¬ 
fice and said I was going to have 
a 75 percent pay cut .... I’d be 
upset.” Hancock said. “Elssen- 
tially. that’s what we've told the 
agricultural water users.” 

Hancock said he has told upset 
customers that the project is 
"trying to ensure there is an ade¬ 
quate reserve for next year.” 

Federal project officials said 
rationing will conUnue at 25 per¬ 
cent for farmers and 75 percent 
for farmers who have special 
rights because they were dipping 
from rivers before construcUon 
of project dams. 

The few municipal customers 
served by the project will re¬ 
ceive 25 percent to 100 percent 
of their normal supplies, depend¬ 
ing on their contracts with the 
government. , 






"'ater S"PP*'«S 


Here’s how water supplies for 
the Bay Area’s big water dis¬ 
tricts stack up: 

■ Elast Bay Municipal Water 
District: Reservoirs are at 52 
percent of average, but one- 
third is in Camanche Reservoir 
and is for long-standing agri- 
cltural contracts near Lodi and 
fisheries on the Mokelumne Riv¬ 
er. Precipitation in the district’s 
Sierra watershed is 24 percent of 
normal. 

There is currently a 15 per¬ 
cent voluntary water use cut¬ 
back. It will be increased if dry 
conditions continue. 

The district is looking to buy 
additional supplies. It has a 
pumping plant in the delta ready 


to use. 

■ Contra Costa Water District: 
It gets all its water from the del¬ 
ta through a contract with the 
federal Bureau of Reclamation. 

A 25 percent cutback in supply 
last year resulted in voluntary 
conservation. A likely additional 
25 percent cut may mean man¬ 
datory rationing. TTie federal al¬ 
lotment will be decided Feb. 15. 

■ San Francisco Water De¬ 
partment: The city and its sub¬ 
urban customers, including Hay¬ 
ward, may receive only 50 per¬ 
cent of usual supplies. The dis¬ 
trict’s Hetch Hetchy reservoir is 
at 51 percent of average. 

The current 25 percent ration¬ 


ing may have to be doubled to 50 
percent if the drought persists. 
The department is working to 
buy additional supplies. 

■ Marin Municipal Water Dis¬ 
trict: Severely low reservoirs 
could mean a 45 percent use re¬ 
duction will be necessary. Man¬ 
datory rationing could go into ef¬ 
fect as early as this week. 

■ Santa Clara Valley Water 
District: With local reservoirs 
down, possible cuts in supplies 
from the state and federal water 
projects could mean rationing 
greater than the 20 percent to 25 
percent now in effect. 

— Marie Felde 





